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Central Intelligence Agency 



Washington. D.C. 20505 


21 May 2010 


Mr. John Young 
251 West 89 lh Street 
New York, NY 10024 

Reference: F-20 10-0 1008 

Dear Mr. Young: 

This is a final response to your 18 April 2010 Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request for information or records related to “Project Mockingbird.” We processed your 
request in accordance with the FOIA, 5 U.S.C. § 552, as amended, and the CIA 
Information Act, 50 U.S.C. § 43 1, as amended. Our processing included a search for 
records as described in our 28 April 2010 acceptance letter existing through the date of that 
letter. 


We did not locate any records responsive to your request. Although our searches 
were thorough and diligent, and it is highly unlikely that repeating those searches would 
change the result, you nevertheless have the legal right to appeal the finding of no records 
responsive to your request. As the CIA Information and Privacy Coordinator, I am the 
CIA official responsible for this determination. You have the right to appeal this response 
to the Agency Release Panel, in my care, within 45 days from the date of this letter. Please 
include the basis of your appeal. 

However, in an effort to assist you, we also searched our database of previously 
released records and located two documents (C000 16408, C000 16682) and a portion of a 
third document (CO 1 28334 1 ), consisting of five pages that mention the subject of your 
request. Please note that document CO 1283341 consists of two pages that were extracted 
from a larger document consisting of 702 pages, the remainder of which was not deemed 
responsive to your request. These documents were located and released to earlier 
requesters in connection with requests for records relating to other topics. Since you are 
entitled to the first 1 00 pages free, they are being provided free of charge. 

Sincerely, 

c )%. 

Delores M. Nelson 
Information and Privacy Coordinator 
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1 lance and Support Activities -- 
briefly summarized and range from* 
the surveillance of newsmen to the provision 
of specialized support of local police .of ficials 
in the Metropolitan, area. I believe that each 
one! is self-explanatory and, therefore, no furthci 
comjnent is needed here. ' - 

Equipment Support to Local Police -- Attached is a 
list provided me by the 'Director of Logistics 
~ "~~j[Ke~vi 1 IT simp ly repOrt-theseitcms_ii\ .his_ . 

report) which we have provided '!oT:al"poHce:^n--->v 
the Metropolitan D. ; C. area over the past four 1 ^ 
■ ,V or ; £iv£ years on indefinite, loan* . During, the j;- 
period; when the Agency's installations in this j : 
area aip'carcdi.to.bc a target of dissident clcmcfy-s 


2. Johnny Roselli -- The use. of a member . of the 

Mafia in an attempt to assassinate' Fidel Castro. 

3. Project MOCKINGBIRD -- During the period from 12 

March 1965 to 15 June 1963, this Office 
installed telephone taps on two Washington- 
based newsmen who were suspected of disclosing 
classified information ^btaiijed from a variety 
of governmental and congressional sources. 




A 


a conscious decision was made by the Agency to 
„ utilize the services of local police to repel 

invaders in case of riot or dissension as 

• opposed to utilization of our GSA guards, who 
are not trained in this type of activity. This 
equipment has been issued over the years to 
local police, principally Fairfax and Arlington 
County Police Departments. I do not believe 

. that this is totally illegal under the provisions 
of the National Security Act of 1947, but I am in- 
cluding it since I ara sure that it would be con- 

• sidered as such in light of the recent congressional 
fuss over our police training activities. 

7. Audio Countermeasures Support to the United. States • 

Secret Service . ’* 

8. Test of Specialized Equipment in Miami Immediately 

Prior to the Political Convention There 
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"FAMILY JEWELS" 
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2. Johnny Roselli -- The use of a member of the 

Mafia in an attempt to assassinate Fidel Castro. 


3. Project MOCKINGBIRD -- During the period from 12 

March 1963 to 15 June 1963, this Office 
installed telephone taps on two Washington- 
based newsmen who were suspected of disclosing 
classified information obtained from a variety 
of governmental and congressional sources. 

4. Yuriy Ivanovich Nosenko -- A KGB defector who from 

the period 13 August 1965 to 27 October 1967 
was confined in a specially constructed "jail" 
at He was literally confined in a 

cen ueniiiu uJrs with nothing but a cot in it 
for this period. 

5. Various Surveillance and Support Activities -- 

These are briefly summarized and range from 
the surveillance of newsmen to the provision 
of specialized support of local police officials 
in the Metropolitan area. I believe that each 
one is self-explanatory and, therefore, no further 
comment is needed here. 

6. Equipment Support to Local Police -- Attached is a 

list provided me by the Director of Logistics 
(he will simply report these items in his 
report) which we have provided local police in 
the Metropolitan D. C. area over the past four 
or five years on indefinite loan. During the 
period when the Agency's installations in this 
area appeared to be a target of dissident elements 



00005 


APPROVED FOR RELEASE 

DATE: j%nja.^nn c ] 


UNCLASSIFIED 




C0128334 1 

• r - _ ' 



a conscious decision was made by the Agency to 
utilize the services of local police to repel 
invaders in case of riot or dissension as 
opposed to utilization of our GSA guards, who 
are not trained in this type of activity. This 
equipment has been issued over the years to 
local police, principally Fairfax and Arlington 
County Police Departments. I do not believe 
that this is totally illegal under the provisions 
of the National Security Act of 1947, but 1 am in- 
cluding it since I am sure that it would be con- 
sidered as such in light of the recent congressional 
fuss over our police training activities. 

7. Audio Countermeasures Support to the United States 

Secret Service 

8. Test of Specialized Equipment in Miami Immediately 

Prior to the Political Convention There 
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By mail and fax to: (703) 613-3007 


18 April 2010 


Information and Privacy Coordinator 
Central Intelligence Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20505 

Dear Coordinator: 

Under the Freedom of Information Act, 5 U.S.C. subsection 552, I am requesting 
information or records related to: 

Project Mockingbird as described in the CIA "Family Jewels" page 00021 (copy 
attached), specifically all those materials referred to in this paragraph: 

"Since the termination of Project Mockingbird, those materials related to it 
which were retained, have been maintained under strict security access of 
two Office of Security professionals." 

If there are any fees for searching for, reviewing, or copying the records, I will be 
pleased to pay them. 

If you deny all or any part of this request, please cite each specific exemption you 
think justifies your refusal to release the information and notify me of appeal 
procedures available under the law. 

The purpose of requesting this material is to publish it on the non-commercial 
public news site, Cryptome.org, which has been active since 1996. 

Thank you very much. 



New York, NY 10024 
212-873-8700 


Enc: PROJECT MOCKINGBIRD, 1 p. 


Prom CIA "FAMILY JEWELS:" http://www.foia.cia.gov/clocs/DOC_OOOl45iai3/OOOH5l843.pdf 



PROJECT MOCKINGBIRD 


Project Mockingbird, a telephone intercept activity, was conducted 
between 12 March 1963 and 15 June 1963, and targeted two Washington- 
based newsmen who, at the time, had been publishing news articles 
based on, and frequently quoting, classified materials of this Agency 
and others, including Top Secret and Special Intelligence. 

Telephone intercept connections were installed at the new men's 
office and at each of their homes, for a total of 3, The connections 
were established with the assistance of a telephone company official 
who responded to a personal request by the Director of Security, Col. 
Sheffield Edwards. Col. Edwards' authority for the activity was Mr. 

John A. McCone, Director of Central Intelligence. The latter conducted 
the activity in coordination with the Attorney General (Mr. Robert Kennedy), 
the Secretary of Defense (Mr. Robert McNamara), and the Director of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency (Gen. Joseph Carroll). In addition to 
Office of Security personnel directly involved in the intercepts and 
research of materials acquired therefrom, only 3 other Agency 
officials are on record as witting of the activity; the Deputy Director 
of Central Intelligence (General Marshall S. Carter), the Inspector 
General (Lyman Kirkpatrick) and the General Counsel. (Mr. lawrence 
Houston). 

The intercept activity was particularly productive in identifying con- 
tacts of the newsmen, their method of operation and many of their sources 
of information. For example, it was determined that during the period they 
received data from 13 newsmen, 12 of whom were identified: 12 senators 

and 6 members of Congress, all identified; 21 Congressional staff members, 
of whom 11 were identified; 16 government employees, including a staff 
member of the White House, members of the Vice President's office, an 
Assistant Attorney General, and other well-placed individuals. A number 
of other sources were partially or tentatively identified, but the short span 
of the activity precluded positive identification. It was observed that through 
these contacts the newsmen actually received more classified and official 
data than they could use, and passed some of the stories to other newsmen 
for release, establishing that many "leaks" appearing under other by-lines 
were actually from the sources of the target newsmen. 

Since the termination of Project Mockingbird, those materials related 
to it which were retained, have been maintained under strict security access 
of two Office of Security professionals. 


00021 


